M653 Baroque Music
Class 17. Questions for study

J.S. Bach, Brandenburg Concerto No. 5

1. What is the segmentation of the ritornello? What are some characteristic features of this ritornello? What stylistic reference does it make? Why?

2. How does the style of the solo material compare to that of the ritornello? How closely related are they musically?

3. How do the three solo instruments share the opening solo episode? Does it behave as expected, taken as a whole? What role does the ripieno group have during this solo episode?

4. How do we know what to make of the ritornello entrance on p. 4, first system?

5. Map out the movement as a ritornello structure.  How does Bach use the various segments of the ritornello? What is the overall harmonic plan? How are the solo instruments deployed?

6. The slow movement of this work is a trio sonata of a conventional sort--except that it's also a ritornello concerto movement. Analyze it as a concerto. How does Bach differentiate tutti and solo roles? Tutti and solo material?

