M653 Baroque Music
Class 8. Questions for study

G. Gabrieli, "In ecclesiis"

How does the large-scale organization of the text relate to the overall organization of the piece, especially in matters of scoring?

What role does block transposition play in the piece? Sequence? At what level(s) (measure, phrase, section)? What kinds of sequences?

How much do the solo sections owe to older music, especially in partwriting, counterpoint, and cadence formation?

What role does the cappella play? The instrumental ensemble? What characterized the instrumental writing, especially in the sinfonia?

Lodovico Viadana, "O Domine, Jesu Christe"
How much does this piece owe to polyphonic settings? In what ways? How are cadences formed? What is the relationship between the vocal part and the bass line? 
What role do block transposition and sequence play? Can you think of several ways to explain the organization of mm. 14-19?

How do text and music relate? Is this piece text-expressive? Does it try to be?
Alessandro Grandi "O quam tu pulchra es"

What is the relationship between music and text? Is the setting text-expressive? How?

How does this piece deal with the repetition of "O quam tu pulchra es?" [Note that some of these are built into the original text, but most are not.]
What role do repetition, block transposition and sequence play?

What does this piece owe to contrapuntal models? To expressive solo vocal styles?

Monteverdi, "Nisi Dominus"

How does the composer divide the text? In what ways does he manipulate it? Is the setting meant to be text expressive? In what ways? Does it owe anything to expressive styles we have discussed? Where?

Can you explain the texture of the opening pages? Is this imitative counterpoint? Something else?
Monteverdi, "Laetatus sum"

What roles do instruments and voices play in this piece? What is their relationship to each other? To the bass line?

Is this piece text expressive?
