M653 Baroque Music
Class 22. Questions for study
D. Buxtehude, Singet dem Herrn ein neues Lied BuxWV 98

What is the relationship between the organization of the text and the structure of Buxtehude's setting?

How are individual sections organized?

What is the role of the violin?
J.S. Bach, Gott ist mein König BWV 71

1. Examine the text of this work. What kinds of texts are represented? What are the technical features of each kind? What implications does this have for the kinds of movements a composer can write?

2. Examine the instrumentation of the first movement. How are instruments grouped? Why are they in these combinations? How are these groups used compositionally?

3. How is the text of the first movement divided into smaller units, and how are they treated musically?

4. How is the aria "Ich bin nun achtzig Jahr" organized musically?

5. What is the contrapuntal principle behind the chorus "Dein Alter sei wie deine Jugend"?

6. The two arias "Tag und Nacht ist dein" and "Durch mächtige Kraft" each deploy strongly contrasting material, but in different ways. How and why?

7. Given its text type, how do you account for the setting of "Du wollest dem Feinde"?

8. How did Bach respond to (or not) to the textual type and organization of the last movement's text?
