M653 Baroque Music
Class 18. Questions for study

J.S. Bach, Ouvertüre in b minor

1. As is so often the case with Bach, this work is several kinds of piece at once. It is a suite of dances, of course, but the fast part of its first movement (a prelude or ouvertüre), is set up as a concerto. What constitutes the ritornello material? (Hint: look at the end of the fast section.) What is its segmentation?

2. How are its returns organized (harmonically, segmentation)? How does the opening ritornello statement work? Why is it set up this way? How are its implications realized in the piece?

3. What is the nature of the solo material?

