M653 Baroque Music
Class 16. Questions for study

Muffat, Sonata V

What is the function of the distinction between solo and tutti sections in this piece? (How does the composer use solo and tutti contrast?) How essential is it to the workings of the composition?

Vivaldi, Op. 3/2

We will focus on the second movement.
How is the opening ritornello (mm. 14-23) constructed? Does it fall into units? How many? What are the musical functions of each unit? What kind of writing do you find in each? How are musical function and kind of writing related?

How does the opening of the ritornello define the key?

Map out the appearances of the ritornello throughout the movement? How much of it appears each time? Which sections? In what keys?

Solo instruments alternate with the full ensemble, but the ensemble sometimes plays during solo material. What does it play? What keeps this from being confusing?

How would you explain mm. 70 to the end?

What, overall, is the role of solo and tutti groups in this kind of piece?

