M653 Baroque Music
Class 9. Questions for study

Monteverdi, Vespers

In this collection of vesper psalms and motets (with a sonata and Magnificat), the composer draws on many of the vocal types we have discussed. We will use this assignment as an opportunity to review issues we have covered.

I suggest that you do your listening and study with the text only, focusing on the composer's choice of musical styles and organization and division of the text. You will find it useful to make some diagrams or annotations of the texts. Concentrate on these movements:
Motets "Nigra sum" and "Pulchra es"

What solo vocal styles and ways of delivering text do these pieces employ? How text-expressive are they? How are they given larger formal organization?

"Dixit Dominus," "Laudate pueri" and "Laetatus sum"
What vocal styles and ways of delivering text are employed in these settings? Organized how? What roles to the instruments play? Individual/paired voices and the full vocal ensemble? What role does the cantus firmus play? Recurring musical material
