M653 Baroque Music
Class 6. Questions for study

Peri, L'Euridice
1. Read carefully through the text of  the prologue and scenes i-iii. What is the balance of narrative and non narrative material? What is the poetic organization of each kind?
2. What kind of piece is the prologue ("Io, che d'alti sospir")? What is the organization of its text How is the text delivered? What is its musical organization? How does the setting reflect the text? How is its melodic line organized? What is the role of the continuo line? How is the ritornello constructed?
3. Tirsi's "Nel pur ardor" is similar in many ways. How? In what ways is it different?

4. What is the poetic organization of Dafne's narration ("Per quel vago boschetto")? What kind of setting does it receive? What techniques does the composer use to animate the telling of the story? What is the function of Arcetro's lines ("Che narri, ohimè")? How are they set? What are the important musical features of Orfeo's response ("Non piango")? What kind of setting does it receive?
Monteverdi, L'Orfeo
1. Read carefully through the text of the prologue and acts I and II. What kinds of texts do you find?

2. How is the prologue ("Dal mio permesso amato") organized textually and musically? What does it share with the prologue of L'Euridice? What is different? In what ways does the composer make the piece move forward? How are the ritornellos organized, and how is its material deployed? (Be sure to examine its harmonic behavior, and that of the vocal part.)
3. What sort of piece is "Vi ricorda o boschi ombrosi")? How is its type reflected in the text and music?

4. How does Monteverdi make the Messenger's narrative ("In un fiorito prato") unfold? What musical techniques does he employ? What is the function of the Shepherd's response ("Ahi, caso acerbo")? How does Orfeo reply ("Tu se morta")? How is the reply of the chorus assembled? What is its function?
